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HOME.
BELONGING.
FREEDOM.
EQUALITY.

Our Mission

Hope House Foundation is the only organization in Virginia  
that supports adults with intellectual and developmental  
disabilities exclusively in their own homes. We believe that 
everyone, regardless of ability, has the right to lead the life of 
their own choosing. 

We believe neighborhoods and communities are enhanced 
when all the people in them, including those with disabilities, 
participate fully. Our services are based on the conviction that 
people with disabilities should live in their own homes and 
have control over their day-to-day lives, just as people without 
disabilities do.

We believe that being a part of the community should not  
be limited by attainment of certain skills. Helping people  
achieve true citizenship requires all of us to make the  
concepts of freedom and choice a reality; we do this through 
our services, our participation in our community and within 
our hearts – each day, every day.



This past year has been one more example of the strength and commitment of Hope 
House Foundation and those who support our endeavors. Though the economy remains 
flat, we at Hope House continue to soar.  

With funding cuts looming, we hold true to the basic principle that people with intellectual 
disabilities are best supported in their own home and not in congregate care. It is a simple 
notion yet we remain the only organization in Virginia that exclusively supports people  
living in their own homes.  

I am asked often: why is independent living so central to Hope House? The simple answer 
is because people with disabilities should not be defined by their disability but rather by 
their humanity. I believe the most essential component of adulthood begins with a home of 
your own. This sets the conditions for achieving a sense of belonging not only to a space, 
but also a place: the neighborhood where you live and the community where you work 
and play.  

Belonging leads to connections like friendships, civic responsibilities and opportunities to 
participate in a rich and diversified life; in other words, equality. Having the same rights 
and expectations as your neighbors is what promotes and encourages us to define who we 
are as individuals and how we will contribute and be supported in our own unique dreams 
and aspirations. 

People we support used to dream about a time when they would have the right and  
opportunity to direct their lives, but now with support from Hope House Foundation in  
addition to having a home of their own, this is a reality. Personal freedoms enjoyed by 
most Americans are not always so easy to have when you must prove to systems, families 
and society that your disability does not prevent you from knowing how you want to live 
and with whom, what you want for breakfast, and where you want to work. Listening to 
what people we support are telling us about the lives they want has been the first step in  
ensuring the freedom of choice is honored and encouraged.

As you review our annual report I hope you see that four basic 
values are the threads that are woven in to all we do at Hope 
House Foundation: having your own home, being treated as 
equals, belonging to your community and enjoying the freedom 
this country offers. It is these values that define our work and our 
mission.

Thank you for being part of this extraordinary journey; we know 
our success is attributed to not only those we employ and those 

who volunteer with us but also to the community as a whole which has embraced us with 
understanding, goodwill and support.

Lynne Seagle
Executive Director, Hope House Foundation

“Sunset” Painting by Dorothy

“All the  
citizens of a 
State cannot 
be equally 

powerful but 
they can be 
equally free. 

-Voltaire
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There comes a point in everyone’s life, when you 
want to move out of your parents’ house and into 
your own place:  a place where you will have the 
freedom to make your own choices and make your 
own mistakes. Whether you choose to eat pizza for 
dinner every day, date the person of your choice, or 
stay up way too late watching movies – the choices 
are your own. 

Alex Ripley is a young man supported by Hope 
House Foundation. He lives in his own apartment 
a stone’s throw from the beach. It is decorated in 
shades of blue, reflecting his love of the water, and 
he has photos of exotic cars hanging on the walls.  
Alex is an outgoing guy with a ready smile and 
many friends; a guy who finally gets to enjoy living 
on his own.

Until last year, Alex lived at home with his parents.  
His parents supported Alex’s yearning for freedom 
and independence but faced an all too familiar  
scenario for thousands of Virginians each year. The 
waiting list to receive Medicaid Waiver services in 
the community, rather than in congregate settings, 
is more than 5,000 people and over seven years 
long. When Alex finally received his Waiver slot to 
receive services in the community, his family was 
unable to find an organization near their home 
in Northern Virginia that would provide the level 
of independence, freedom and privacy Alex was  
looking for.  

Last year at a conference in Richmond, Alex’s parents 
met Hope House Foundation Team Leader, Susan 
Henderson.  The two immediately hit it off, and with 
a follow-up tour of Hope House’s Virginia Beach  
location, called Lakewood, Alex had finally found 
the home he was looking for…his own home.   

“Having the freedom to do what I want, when I want 
is great!” Alex shares, “I love my family but living 
with them is boring. I like having my own place.” 

Alex leads a very active life in his new community.  
He is always on the go, spending his free time at 
the beach, enjoying the art shows and concerts on 
the board walk, working with a job coach to find 
the perfect job, and enjoying afternoons at Mount 
Trashmore flying his kite with friends. B
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Kiesha Turner 

When you meet Keisha, the first thing you notice is 
her smile; a highly contagious smile that radiates 
warmth and happiness. She is quick to laugh – a  
lyrical chuckle that hints at her talent for song.  Keisha 
has been supported by Hope House Foundation 
 since 2002. She loves living on her own in her cozy 
and inviting apartment, but what she values most is 
her sense of belonging in the community.

Keisha’s community is made up of an extensive  
network of family, membership in a variety of social 
groups and her many, many friends. For Keisha, a 
strong sense of belonging stirs an equally strong 
sense of responsibility. A Norfolk native, Keisha 
grew up in Norview and graduated from Old  
Norview High School in 2000. Her close-knit family 
still lives in the area and spends holidays, birthdays, 
and leisurely weekend afternoons together. 

Keisha is active in her community: volunteering, 
spending time with her friends and family or traveling  
with her choir. She is an active leader in Young Life 
Capernaum and is also on Hope House’s Breast 
Health Committee. The breast health team teaches 
women about the importance of early detection 
and how to conduct self-exams. Keisha became  
involved because of her belief in early detection 
and the realization that women with disabilities can 
often be overlooked when it comes to breast health 
and screenings. 

For Keisha, life in the community and a sense of 
belonging are not static concepts, simple labels or 
obligations. Community is something you actively 
create, belonging is a two-way street – and both 
come with the responsibility to give back more than 
you take: “I enjoy my community and being a part 
of it.”
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Heather and Bruce  
“He was a shy guy when we first met, 
but I knew he was the one.”

Bruce Wielenbeck and Heather Keane met on a city 
van; both were on their way home from work. “She 
was sitting in the row ahead of me, I was in the 
back. She was so quiet and cute.”

It took a few weeks for Bruce to muster up the  
courage to ask Heather out on a date, but when 
he finally did she immediately said “Yes!” Months 
later,  the two live together in an apartment at the  
Lakewood team. Their place is stylishly decorated 
like a Hatteras beach house with over-stuffed wicker 
furniture in soft pastels and an oak kitchen dinette 
with a checkered table cloth.  

Bruce proposed on Christmas while they were visit-
ing family on the Eastern Shore. “I was so nervous 
when I asked Heather to marry me,” he says with 
a smile.  The wedding is scheduled for next July on 
the beach at Sandbridge. Heather is knee-deep into 
wedding planning; she’s looking for a band, cake 
and the song to play as she walks down the aisle. 

Like every other husband-to-be, Bruce helps with 
planning, lends an ear and shares Heather’s  
nervousness. All preparations aside, he knows that 
the day will be perfect because “she will be there.”

As Heather leans in to rest her head on Bruce’s 
shoulder, she looks up at him with love, “he’s my 
soul mate.” Bruce smiles and rests his hand on her 
knee.  They share the comfort, love and respect of a 
couple who knows they are meant to be together.F
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Kristina Sherman

Kristina Sherman is an “all-American girl”:  Smart 
and vivacious, wise beyond her 24 years, and 
an extraordinary memory. She loves the Twilight  
series and can quickly summarize each book’s 
plot and analyze character’s reasoning behind  
actions. She’s on Team Edward; few can escape 
the sparkly vampire’s charm. 

Her apartment is adorned with Twilight posters 
and memorabilia. An extensive movie collection 
fills the entertainment cabinet – Kristina can recall 
every title – and an overstuffed couch in her living 
room invites friends to stay awhile to chat. 

Kristina didn’t always have the freedom to live her  
life the way she wanted. For several years she  
received support in a nursing home, a place where 
she was on someone else’s schedule, her activities 
were limited due to staffing, and the person  
closest to her age was 35 years old. “I was  
miserable,” she says of that experience.

Like anyone, Kristina wanted a place of her 
own without the constraints. She wanted to take  
responsibility for her life and make her own  
decisions. She wanted freedom. Then she moved 
into her own apartment and began receiving  
support from Hope House. Now she has the  
freedom to live her life: “I was ecstatic when I 
moved into my own place! I can go and come as I 
want. Go out with my friends and stay out as late 
as I want.” 

From attending movie premiers and horseback 
riding to grocery shopping and hanging out with 
her friends, Kristina’s life is on her terms.  



HIGHLIGHTS and 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The Hope House Foundation Thrift store had a record year raising over $65,000. All of 

the proceeds from the Thrift Store go back to the people we serve.  

This year we publically launched our Drive for Affordable Housing capital campaign at 

the first annual Rise & Shine Breakfast. The breakfast raised over $65,000 in gifts and 

pledges. Over the past three years the Drive for Affordable Housing raised 2.8 million 

dollars. Through the Drive we worked to secure safe, affordable and sustainable housing  

so that the people we serve can live independently in neighborhoods throughout  

Hampton Roads.  

We’ve partnered with Old Dominion University to create an art program for the people 

we serve. Art work has been showcased at the Annual Dinner and Stockley Gardens 

Arts Festival.

This year we launched The Buzz, a quarterly newsletter produced by people we serve.  

The Buzz features regular columns on dating, having animal companions and advocacy.  

You can read the latest issue of The Buzz online at http://www.hope-house.org/news/

buzz.php. 

The Norfolk Economic Development Department gave a first time gift of $10,000  

in recognition of the Stockley Gardens Arts Festivals. The twice-yearly festivals  

emphasize the importance of community and bring together over 20,000 people to 

celebrate the arts. 

In spite of these financially challenging times – the state repeatedly cutting support and 

the economy shrinking – we continue to operate in the black due to fiscally responsible  

oversight from our board. In July we implemented several cost saving measures to  

ensure success: forgoing all staff salary increases for this upcoming fiscal year, and 

moving a team that was supported at a location we did not own into a location that we 

own resulting in money saved on rent and participant subsidies.  

Upon the recommendation of the Our Voices Committee we are now including people  

we serve in the hiring process. The Our Voices Committee is comprised of people 

we serve who advise the board and staff on support and advocacy. The new hiring  

initiative will include interview questions provided by people we serve and a person we 

serve participating in the interview process.

 

Our community events continue to grow. Partnerships with local businesses help raise 

money and spread the word about our mission and celebrate all of us. This year we 

added Shamrockin’ in Ghent and Springin’ de Mayo to our active community events 

schedule which includes the Kentucky Derby, Home for the Holidays and Hope, Love, 

Change Hair & Fashion Show.

85percent

WAYS YOU CAN GIVE

You can help support Hope House, and our  

mission to support adults with disabilities in 

their own homes, through a number of donation  

options including annual gifts, bequests, reoccurring  

credit card gifts, gifts of stock, workplace giving 

and through the United Way or Combined Federal  

Campaign (#5070). For more information call 

625.6161, email cportalatin@hope-house.org, or 

visit https://www.hope-house.org/donate/.

2009....2010 FINANCIALS

Currently, eighty-five percent of our funding is from Medicaid Waiver, the rest of the funds are raised in the community 

through grants, fundraising appeals, profits from our Thrift Store, and our robust special events schedule which includes 

the bi-annual Stockley Gardens Art Festival, Shamrockin’ in Ghent, and Kentucky Derby party.

MEET OUR BOARD

Matthew Fine, President

Joyce Schmidt, Vice President

Grey Persons, Secretary

Joshua Harris, Treasurer

John Baiocco

Dorothy Clark

Janet Davis

Gloria Elgin

Pamela Katrancha

Pete Leddy

Richard C. Mapp, III

Brad Martin

Tom Moss

Jeff Parker

John Redding

Anne Standing

 	

 Liabilities, current	 $  776,545

 Net Assets	 3,021,207

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	 $3,797,752

          *The complete, audited financial statements are available upon request.

 	

                                      

Cash and cash equivalents	 $1,638,469

Pledge receivable	 350,436

Grants receivable	 37,263

Other current assets	 1,677,100

Property, Plant and Equipment	 82,181

 Other Assets	 12,302      

TOTAL ASSETS	 $3,797,752

Current Assets

Liabilities and Net Assets



Alliance Francaise
Julie & Christopher Ambrosio
Gary Anderson
Susan Andrus
Janet Ansley
AOC Salon
Jim Arnold
Deedra Aro
Marie Austin
Lillian Bailey
John Baiocco
Baker’s Fine Jewelry & Gifts
Elizabeth Balentine
Bank of America
Charles Barefield
Madge Barnes
Nora Barnes
Patricia Bartosch
Jennifer Bates-Alford
Sam Baxter
Diane & Wayne Beaman
Jennifer Beggs
Bernie’s Black & White Taxi
Elena Berry
Bird Neck Point Circle of the 	
   Kings Daughters & Sons
Adelaide Bishop
Brian Blanchard
Marie & Harry Bleh
Diane Blischak
The Blocker Foundation
Marie Boehme
Shana & Johnathan Boggs
D.E. and  K.F. Bogosian
Booden Orthopedic
Marjorie Bottimore
Victor Brannon
Jo Anne Brausewetter
Dan Brockwell
Jeanette & Thomas Brown
Brown & Brown Insurance
Patricia Brozowski
Martha Brumbaugh
Rickard Burnell
Danielle Burns
C & E Properties
William Calliott
Capital Group Companies
Jeannie Carr
Mary Jane Casey
Changes Hairstyling 
   & City Spa
Children’s Theatre 
   of Hampton Roads
Holly & Will Christophor
Chrysler Museum of Art
Barbara Ciara
City of Norfolk
Dorothy Clark 
Coastal Chiropractic
Cogans Pizza
Janet & John Connors
Nancy & Michael Connors
Thomas Cooke
Marlene & Wayne Cooke
Bettie Minette Cooper
Jefferson Cooper
Debra Corprew
Margaret Costa
Maude Craddock
Nancy Crockett
Florence & Stephen Cupschalk
Steven Curtis
D’egg Diner
Janet Davis 
Carly DeCerce
Deep End Gear
J.G. Demeter
Donna Denham
Carolyn Deryder
David Detwiler
Verna Dickens
Douglas and Marianne 
    Dickerson Foundation

Dominion Foundation
Linda Dowdell
Becky Dugger
Elizabeth Dunbar
Earworks Media
Eastern Virginia Medical    
   School
Mark Dreyfus
Janet Lynn Eggen
Gloria Elgin 
Kimberly Enesey
Sharon Robey
Joyce & John Fain
Farm Fresh Charitable 
   Foundation
W.L. Farmer
Ferguson Enterprises
Barbara & Andrew Fine
Karen & Matthew Fine
Kim & Andrew Fink
Fitness Together, Norfolk
Food Lion
Linda Francis
Jodi & Jack Frieden
The Frieden Agency
Shari Friedman
Rowena & Peter Fullinwider
Rick Galliford
Garden Gazebo, Inc.
Elizabeth Gary
Mary & Bill Allsbrook
Ghent Neighborhood League
Rosalin Gilbert
Anna & Edward Goldenberg
Susan & David Goode
GoodSearch
Linda Griffin
Tremaine Griffin
Ann & Joseph Guth
Sabra Guth
Halifax County Usher’s Union
Kathleen Hall
Michelle Hammer
Harbor Gallery
Robert Hardegen
Thomas Harmon
Diana & Jack Harris
Joshua Harris
Patricia Harris
Joan & Edward Hart
Robin Haverty
Gordon Parker
Anna Henderson
Susan Henderson
Kimberly Herborn
Hi Ho Silver
Margaret Hillers
Barbara & Harold  Hite
Bruce  Holbrook
Christi Hollins
RaQuisha Holmes
Hon. Nancy Parr
Carole Hood
Susan & Howard Horwitz
Cindy & Dan Hudy
Robert Hughes
Valerie Bradley
Hugh Copeland
Karen Jaffe
Judy & W. Stanley Jennings
Hilda & Arlen Jensen
John Hancock Matching 
   Gifts Program
Frank Johnson
Jerry Johnson
Diane Catanzaro 
  & Chris Jones
Loretta Jones
Patricia Jordan
The Joshua P. and Elizabeth 
   D. Darden Foundation
Journey Church
Pamela Katrancha
Heather Keane

Debbie & Don Keeling
Charles Kello
Juanita & Jeffrey Kendall
Ron Kilmon
Joyce & Jamie Kirby
Pam Kirk
Kiwanis Club of Norfolk
Kathy & Douglas Knack
Daniel Knapp
Anne Knox
Carol & Clell Korn-Smith
Marilyn Lacey
Vicki Larry
Jan Larson Kenny
Erle Marie & Robert Latimer
R. Duke Lawrence
Steven Lawson
Pete Leddy 
Rebekah Leitzell
Richard Levin
Christel & Ed Lewis
Susan Lewis
Matt Lipkin
Ellie & Paul Lipkin
Little Theatre of Norfolk
Paula & Steven Loomis
M & J Baker Assoc. LLC T/A 
   The Safe Place
M & L Properties
Christi Mahoney
Harriet & John Malbon
The Mambo Room
MANCON, Inc.
Richard C. Mapp, III
Tom Marsh
Anne & Edward Martin
Brad Martin 
Nancy & Everett Martin
Pamela Martin
Paul Martin
David Mason
Master Gardeners
Brooks McAdam
McCormack & Puryear Jewelers
Mollie & Tom McCune
Jennifer McDonald
Oriana McKinnon
McPhillips,Roberts, & Deans
Jim Meehan
Kenneth Meek
Charles Merriam III
Whitney Metzger
Brent Meyers
Kelley DuBois
Microsoft Matching 
   Gifts Program
Cornelius Miller
Mary Ann & George Miller
Jeanne & Julius Miller
Miller Oil
Anita & Pat Montello
Jennifer Moore
Mary Alice Moore
Giovanni  Mortarino
Mosaic Hampton Roads
Barbara Moser
Tom Moss, III
Ali Mullikin
Nancy Chandler Associates
Naro Cinema
New Division Systems
Daniel Ngatia

Evangeline R. Nixon
Sherry Nixon
Nordstrom Inc., Eastern Region
Norfolk Admirals
Norfolk Chamber Consort
Norfolk Commission 
   on the Arts
The Norfolk Southern
    Foundation
Pauline O’Connell
Old Dominion University 
   Art Program
Otto 
Outland, Gray & O’Keefe
Alan Owens
Pete Leddy
The Palace Shops/Vernon
   Middleton Enterprises
Linnea Palmer
Karen & Robert Paradee
Beth & Jeff Parker
Pearline Parnell
Bo Parrish
The Patricia and 
   Douglas Perry Foundation
Louis Paulson
Pediatric Dentistry
Debra & Grey Persons
Sharon & William Petitt
Susan & Vincent Pilato
Pilato & Counts
Linda Pirkle
Shannon Pociask
Corey Portalatin-Berrien
Jean Potter
Dorothy Powell
Kathy & Rob Powell
Kathleen & Mark Powell
Press 626 
   Café & Wine Bar
William T. Prince 
Princess Anne Garden Club
Lilli Prine
Marion Pruett
Pamela Pyle
The Quality Shops
QVC Chesapeake, Inc.
Randy Wright Printing 
   & Publishing
John Read
Stephen Reader
Eunice & Charles Reass
John Redding
Reliant Title
Chuck Rigney
Kyle Riley
Susan & Scott Ripley
Shaunna & Edwin Robey
Clarence Robins
Rolfe Robinson
Pamela Rogers
George Roller
Roof Engineering
Kimberly Rose
Kenneth Rossen
Debbie & Bill Rountree
Iris Ruden
The Runnymede Corporation
Paula Russel
Meredith Sabol
San Antonio Sams
Rhonda Saunders
Roger Scheffel
Joyce & Peter Schmidt
Katherine Schuhr
Patti Scott
Lynne Seagle
Deborah & Peter Segaloff
Jennifer Serina
Gary Sharpe
Walter Shields
Toni & John Sires
Skin: A Medical Spa
Christina & Christopher Slater

Elessie Smith
Randall Smith
Randy Smith
Lou & Dot Snipes
David Sokol
Richard Solito
Pamela Sonnen
Jim Spillane
Sponsorship Unlimited
Anne Standing
Donna Standish
F. Brown Steele
Larry Stepp
Bettye & Carl B. Sterzing
Steward Sacks
STIHL, Inc.
James Strong
Mary Jane & Bob Sufficool
Marcia & John Sulfaro
Susan & Thomas Summerlin
Christie Sumner
Thomas Suntrust Bank, 
   Hampton Roads
The Tidewater Affiliate of the 
  Susan G. Komen Race 
   for a Cure
Ron Swanberg
Target
Phyllis & Claud Tatman
Blaine Taylor
Cynthia Taylor
Noreen Taylor
The Ted Constant 
   Convocation Center
Felicia Terrazas
Otis Terry
The Heidt Foundation
The Joshua P. and Elizabeth 
   D. Darden Foundation
The New Belmont
The Nobleman
The Tax Shoppe
Kelli Thomas
Tidewater Art Alliance
Tiffany Realty
Truist
Henry Turner
United Methodist Women
United Way 
   of South Hampton Roads
United Way  
   of the Virginia Peninsula
Joan & Bobby Vakos
Marian Saulino
The Virginia Beach Foundation
Virginia Greenhouse Society
Virginia Stage Company
Vulcan Materials Company
Leah & Richard Waitzer
Anita Washington
Watermedia Creations 
  & More Inc
Western Branch Diesel
Tanika Westry
Barbara Wetherington
Lynda Whedbee
Kathleen & Mark Wheeler
Joel White
James Wiley
Kathy Wiley
Patricia & Victor Wilfore
William E Wood  
   & Associates Foundation
William Whidbee Sale 
   & Virginia Sale Foundation
Cathleen Williamson
Donald Wilson
Shirley & Jimmie Wilson
Cristina Wineinger
Brian Winfield
Gina Woodfin
William Woods
Patrick Yockey
Jackie & Gary Zalas

Donor List
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